December 10, 2017

Our Lady of Victory

Guest and Visitor Information
- Guests and visitors are very welcome at Our Lady of Victory Parish.
- Please visit our Parish Hall for refreshments and bookstore after Mass.
- Please remember that reception of Holy Communion is reserved for
baptized Catholics who are in the state of grace and fasting.
• Dress code requires modest, decent and proper attire in church, since
the Presence of God is here. Traditionally, Catholics will wear their
Sunday Best. Ladies and girls please wear a head-covering and a
dress that goes well below the knees when sitting. Men and boys
please do not wear sports clothes or athletic shoes at Sunday Mass.
• cf; http://drbo.org/modesty.htm www.retreat-resources.com
SERMON CONT….
The devil working through the institutions of the modern world
would like us to think that nothing worse awaits us than the arrival of
our Visa and Master Card bills the week after Christmas. He is very
happy to have us celebrate with reindeers, and colored lights, and an
impotent version of Saint Nicholas of Myra dressed in a red suit. He
is even happy to see people go to church on Christmas, provided that
they go there to show off their new clothes, and hold hands, and slap
each other on the back, and hear sermons about how noble mankind
is. The devil is just thrilled with the idea that modern men think they
will all be saved.
Remember that the devil invariably appeals to our pride; to the
desire to be self-sufficient without God. The thing that he doesn't
want us to do is to consider the reality of our sins. So that is precisely
what we must do and prepare to do during this brief season of Advent:
We must recognize the effects of original sin. Man has fallen from
grace, and we are fallen men and women; we are not little gods. We
must refuse to worship mankind and abstract notions of human dignity, for fallen man has dignity only in relation to his Redeemer. We
must worship and prepare to celebrate the birth of our Redeemer, the
Son of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Son of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ.
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PARISH SCHEDULE:
Sunday Masses:
7:30 a.m. Low Mass
10:00 a.m. High Mass
First Fridays:
6:00 p.m. Low Mass Benediction
First Saturdays ie; Sat after First Friday
8:00 a.m. Low Mass
Other Saturdays normally 6:00 p.m.
Nb: SATURDAY Masses do not fulfill
Sunday obligation at this church.
CONFESSIONS: Half Hour before
Masses, while Rosary is recited.

Ave Maria Purissima!

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY please contact Joseph Cottone
at 702 838-1925 or call Phoenix Emergency number:
480 268-7234 or call the Priory in Phoenix 602 268-7673
(9-12am; 2-5 pm weekdays)
SECOND SUNDAY ADVENT

Mass Schedule
Sunday

12/10/17

Saturday
Sunday

12/16/17
12/17/17

MASSES FOR OBLIGATION:

2nd Sunday Advent
7:30 a.m. Low MASS,
10:00 a.m. Sung MASS
6:00 p.m. Sat BVM Advent
3rd Sunday Advent
7:30 a.m. MASS,
10:00 a.m. Sung MASS

mention of the Redeemer-from-sin.

CHRISTMAS: MIDNIGHT AND
If there had not been original sin
10:00AM
the Immaculate Conception would
have had no meaning; and if the
Birth of Christ had ever taken place,
NEW YEAR: 10:00AM
it would have had much less
significance. So on the early hours
SERMON REFLECTIONS
of the morning of the Immaculate
Conception, the very first lessons
Second Sunday of Advent A.D.
that the Church has us read in the
2017
Night Office are taken from that
On Original Sin
third chapter of Genesis.
Friday we celebrated the feast of
In Genesis we read that the man
the Immaculate Conception. While
and the woman had been given gifts
we tend to associate sin and
redemption more with the seasons of beyond nature: They were free
from physical discomfort and the
Lent and Easter, Advent and
need to toil, they literally walked
Christmas would be pretty
and talked with God -- indeed God
meaningless without considering
consulted them about the things of
these two concepts. In fact, we
the earth; "You name the animals,
might say that precisely what has
Adam." Had they persevered they
gone wrong with the modern
celebration of Christmas is that it would have never tasted death;
has eliminated any thought of sin perhaps heaven would have been
right here on earth.
or redemption; the modern
commercial world has done away
But then we read of the deception
with reflection on original sin, just
of
Satan (in the form of a serpent).
as it has done away with every

The subtle temptation to
disobedience through pride. "You
can be like God," the serpent told
Eve, "knowing good and evil."1 He
appealed to her pride in the same
way that Lucifer appealed to the
fallen angels: "You don't have to
have a "second rate" position --you
can be like God -- you can be gods
yourselves." "All you have to do,"
the devil went on, "is to do your
own thing-- do as you see fit, rather
than as God has told you to do."

human race, so that all of us might
lose that privileged position that
God intended for us. And he tempts
us in the same way, appealing to our
pride and to the false gratification of
our appetites. And all too often we
yield to that temptation, so we have
no right whatsoever blame Adam
and Eve for our present condition -we would have "botched the job"
ourselves, at least as badly as Adam
and Eve did.

But God in his infinite mercy
That was, after all the sin of
promised the Race of Adam and Eve
Lucifer and all who followed him.
a way to repair at least some of the
They were such perfect creatures
damage. In this very same third
that they became jealous of God's
chapter of Genesis we hear God
greater perfection. They wanted it
curse the devil in the form of the
have it all; they couldn't stand to be serpent, saying, "I will put hatred
among the worshippers with the
between you and the woman,
imperfect remainder of creation;
between your seed and her seed; she
they wanted instead to be
shall crush your head, and you shall
worshipped. And for their pride and lie in wait for her heel." In retrospect
their disobedience they were cast
we know that God was promising to
into hell. The very name of Michael send the Blessed Virgin Mary to be
the Archangel is the battle cry of
the Mother of His Son and to "crush
their perdition: It means "Who is
the head" of the devil.
like God?" -- a question asked with
a very strong sense of irony.
God, of course, kept His promise,
as he always does. Yet that did not
Now the devil -- even in hell -- is put an end to things; there is still
a very great and powerful creature; temptation and sin in the world. He
still full of sinful pride. And the one gives us the graces to overcome
thing that offends this pride the most sin, but still we must be on our
is that lesser creatures than he, might guard, eager to cooperate with His
graces. That is why it is so
not make the same mistake that he
important that we recognize the twin
made. Every person that does
realities of our sin and our
God's will is a reproach to the
redemption at Christmas and Easter
devil -- so he goes about, actively,
and throughout the year.
tempting us to sin.
He tempted Eve, and through Eve
he tempted Adam, the father of the

(Cont, pg 4)

